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ARRESTED
U.S.: Blagojevich tried to sell Senate seat

in `political corruption crime spree' 

Gov. Rod Blagojevich was arr est ed at his home about 6 a.m. af t er asking, ªIs this a joke?º JOS… MOR…/TRIBUNE FILE

6 a.m.
Tw o FBI a gents ar riv e at
Gov. Rod Bla gojevich's
Northw est Side home
with an ar r est war rant.

11 a.m.
U.S. Atty. P atric k Fitz-
gerald details the
charg es against Bla go-
jevic h and his chief of
staff , John Har ris.

CHAR GE 1: Conspiracy
to commit fraud. Bla go-
jevic h and Harris alle g-
edly sought to defraud
the state b y, among other
things , selling the v a-
cant U.S. Senate seat of
Pr esident-elect Barac k
Obama.

CHAR GE 2: Solicitation
of bribery. Bla gojevich
allegedl y sought to ha ve
Chica go Trib une editori-
alists fired in ex change
for assistance with
Wrigley Field sale .

12:30 p .m.
Sen. Dick Durbin calls
for a special election to
fill Obama's seat, sa y-
ing, ªNo appointment b y
this go ver nor could
pr oduce a cr edib le r e-
placement.º

12:45 p .m. 
Lt. Go v. Pat Quinn calls
for Bla gojevic h to ste p
aside, saying the go ver-
nor is ªseriously im-
peded from carrying out
his oath of of fice.º

1:30 p .m.
Blagojevic h and Har ris
appear in federal cour t.
After a 15-minute hear-
ing, each is released on
his own r ecognizance 

1:56 p .m.
Obama tells r epor ters a t
his Chicago transition
of fice that ªI had no
contact with the go ver-
nor or his office and so I
was not a war e of what
was happening. And as I
said, it's a sad day f or
Illinois .º 

*S ome times are appr oximate.

Hist oric day in
Illinois politic s

By Jeff Coen, Rick P earson
and D avid Kidw ell
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Gov. Rod Bla gojevic h and his chief of
staff , John Har ris , were ar r ested Tues-
day for w hat U.S. Atty. P atric k Fitzg er-
ald called a ªpolitical cor ruption
crime spreeº that included attempts to
sell the U .S. Senate seat v acated by
Pr esident-elect Barack Obama.

Blagojevic h and Harris w ere named
in a federal criminal complaint tha t al-
leged a wide-ranging criminal con-
spirac y aimed a t pr oviding financial
benefits to the go vernor , his political
fund and to his wife, First Lad y Patri-
cia Bla gojevich.

Blagojevic h was taken into federal
custod y by FBI a gents at his Nor th
Side home Tuesday mor ningÐone da y
shy of his 52nd bir thday.

The ar r ests dealt a tumultuous b low
to Illinois go ver nment, at once raising
questions a bout the leadership of the

state and the f ate of the open Sena te
seatÐwhic h the go ver nor alone has
the po wer to fill under the state law.

The alle gations a gainst Bla gojevich
pro vide a sharp contrast to a Demo-
cra tic go ver nor who campaigned f or
of fice promising r efor ms in the wak e
of disgraced, scandal-tainted R epubli-
can chief ex ecutiv e George Ryan. T he
complaint a gainst Bla gojevic h comes
little mor e than tw o years after R yan
was sentenced to 6 1¤2 years in prison on
federal cor r uption c harges.

Rober t Grant, special a gent in
charg e of the FBI's Chica go office,
characteriz ed Illinois' place in the
pantheon of political cor ruption.

ªIf it isn't the most cor r upt state in
the United Sta tes, it's cer tainl y one
hell of a competitor,º Grant said. And
Fitzg erald, whose office also pr osecut-
ed Bla gojevic h's pr edecessor, said Bla-
gojevic h's ªconduct would make Lin-

Lt. Gov.: Blagojevich
should step aside
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Fitzgerald: Conduct `would
make Lincoln roll over'
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